V 


Doai* Ricliard, 2/lO/yl 

V v Aft'jr I wrote the endowed, letter to Oliver btone, without expectation of liis 
pa./lny uuoh if any attention to it but intending, whether or not he did, to have it as a 
matter ot record, I thought about it more before going to bed. My tliinking was prompted 
by a phono call from Dave Y/rone, my good friend who is professor of history at the Univ. 
of Wisconsin ut Stevens point. When I told him that the Stone spectacular is going to be 
based on Garrison's conspiracy theories his'iS'reaction was, "My God! Yfe have to do some- 
thing about it." He suggested that a few historians and I hold a press conference to de- 
nounce it. I thought about tliat later and believe it would not attnact much if any 
media attention. Hut Have is correct, something should bo done. I wonder if a first-person 
article in a major magazine could attract enough major-media attention, after he ha 3 had 
time to get and read the letter and then time not to respond to it or to pass it off. Like: 

Oliver u tono is an important man in Hollywood. He produces some of the most sig- 

nificant documentaries, with spectacular success. He could not have earned hi 3 fame and 

fortune withoutfaith in hi3 own instincts and judgemgnt. Perhaps tliis is wliy he did not 
/ zr«/i iut/uj 

respond when I wrote to caution liira that in what yfie^Hollywood He porter says is already 

beint. referred to as the "oibiver Stone Project for 1<J91" and describes as a "big-screener 
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c(bout the assassination qj^ John F. Kennedy^" what tho^ Los 4»negelea Times reports is 

" based on Jim Garrison's conspiracy theories" of that "Hot ^opic/’^Lts^Mm^rsonally 
p as MackSennett in a -/ink Panther update of his Keystone Kops. 

I was there when and believe me, I know * know as only a fey men close to Garrison 
when he was^ew Orleans district Attorne^who drew the press of the entire world to The 
Crescent City with the first news that he alone, the sid-foot-six Dick Daring had per- 
sonally solved the Crime icf the Cn@tury, the hsh November 22. 19&3 assassination of Prasdc 
the popular charismatic President. ~ 

He liad charged as conspirators Clay Shaw, prominent businessman Imd successful 
playright and a well-known and nonetheles ^ rejected homortf exual; a sixk-in-the-head 
former Eastern Airlines pilot, David Perrie, who hau beeji clvirged 4^h garrison’s own 
police department with offenses against minor boys and in real life 

would be liurd to .accept as a character in a novel-', and Lee Harvey Osuld, the onlv official 

oW-lV pjxddlp lay 

candidate for as3as3in. ^ 

./I 

Uhen x knew nothing about his alleged case, having been spending what time I could 
in New Orleans trying to learn more about Oswald I had agreed to lira’s request that 
at the Sliaw trial ( ^swald him3&lf having been killed by Jack Ruby and Ferrie having d^fed 
under circumstances Garrison regarded as sinister), that I sit at thd counsel table and be 
what he called his "Deale^. Plaza expert." h •'hx'uj 

Uhen I learned for the firtft time what his alleged case was tii/s^ght^before the 
ftmpaime empanelling of tho Ghaw-trial jury I refused to appear and^did not, although 


the Now York I’inea did report that I sat at the counsel table - in the courtroom in which 
I never set foot. 

A 8 1 llad tolci °sor (later a local judged and Bill V/ardell Uater “nited 

States attorney^on New Orleans-chepk this) tile afternoon before the case begun, they 
would lose and^they deserved to lo^> The jury^fe an hour to agree with mo. 

Before going to New Orleans, from what I'd learned from the Warren Commission's 
records andHiie public domain, I had written the fiurth of my seven book, six on tliis 
assassination, the other on that of Dr. Martin Buther “ing, Jr. Its publication was 
delayed by. Gjuryiso^who had been asked by the pilblisher to provide a foreword. Those 


r vw yh • u, u e.h> 

Beven tjsall^pages too/] him tliree months to delibrar. 


Biiter, under the Freedom of Information act, which tne Congress amended in 1974 
over official corruption in ono of my earliest lawsuits tender tliat Ajfc te^d^ FffiT'mid 
similar files available to the public, I obtained about a third af a million pages ,/ 

of previously-withheld government records, mostly tne i'BI 1 a JVt' te^' 1 

‘■’/o , trom my personal investigations and tliis enormous volume of the government's 
iul or hu trori, a nd aoove all, fi’on my qX tensive personal experiences -to say notidng of 
adventures und extraordinarily difficult ;md successful off ortS to save GurrisonV 'ass 
from garrison himself Garrison had staged^his own &mli ^ras^ fo/' fe ho^mo ^^o^tln^e 

Of Garrison I wrote Oliver Stone,"a3 an investigator he could 

not find pubic hair in an overworked and undercleaned whorehouse -at rush hour." 

Garrison is, however, an erudite, eloquent, charming, witty and imaginative man, 
and at the same time, as the perceptive late Sylvia Meagher^auohor of the brilliant 
"Accessories after the *act" exposing the Warren Commission^ 3 aid of iii u • he comes from 
the pages of 4yn ^and. She was much more perceptive than most of the rest of those of us 
known as ^critics" of the official account of that assassination me to particular, be- 
cause 1 Siu ite wrongly believe^ that ho had! the case he charged aricfa^l his excesses 
his way of fighting fire with fire. hv .L/ckU i/jhtuljJ, vtw h'WU,’* ' 

Oh, what a mess he made of everythin g as he dreamed up conspiracy theory after 
conspiracy theory, undeterred when a new one was .exactly tne opposite Qf 'g itoxx - fr& s 
earlier theories/ u/blib a *14 ^ 

In retrosopet retrospect, even after more than two decades and the mellowing of my 

own accumulating yeprs, it is Aard to believe that any one man could fabricate so many 
... , ^ . , , +& kdt/.zJit/iSeft 

imaginary wild geese to chase or that he could actually have gone for and invente d the 
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several disasters from winch I, peronally, saved him. 

The last - which I save .for last - was when he was going to commemorate the fifth 

anniversary of that assassination cby cJ larging several men o£ idiom he Icnew the name of 
c? yu -~ ni/iSti I t b^Sf/Cf . hat • , 

onlyytte ^one who had died ^o^fbeeril^u^ed in New Orloans-fche year before ^ohn Kennedy was 

s t ill an ot h e r con s pi r acy ? lie also had a ring of prominent mer^/ho had their 


own 3aclo-iaa!ioochi3t ring cpnapiring to ld.ll JFK^aftd he was oven so gulled by a fake book 
producod by the French colleagues of the CIA, SDCGE , that he persuadea°?fie R1 SiR / Hho used 
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the name Herve Lamarre and the i )en name Janos Hepburn, to change the title from "L* n / 

Amerique Brule” (American burns) to ^"Farewell America.^ (fur'll 


xhe 1 01ove| , otone Project ior 199y in ^which , -as^ 1 iyw o o d ^eporV^aid 


heo=e 


to show the size d.f the prohgect, no less than seven casting agents are working between 
the two coasts to find the right* faces for the Various roles^'^ wiil be a genuine j&ig^- 
screener of the ridiculous^- il^ as rf^ported^ho bases His suporduper on Garrison * 3 books, 
particularly ”0h the '^rail of the Aassassins.” ^ 

It is a work of fiction palmed off a3 a true account of tlie^ world against Jim 
Garrison, especially the CIA* 

It is as dishonest ax a book a3 after almost 70 years I can remember. 

/ h txljfo id 

rtndr a good read fof those wlio go for all the nutty theories of mostbof the critics 
who, although noikas much as Garrison, mislead the still-sorrowing people about -jwhat 
happened when the President so many loved and still love was gunned down in broad daylight 
on the streets o± a modern American - # citjr and? consigned to hist or yPwTt h the dubious 


epitaph of the official mycology b; 




impossible "solution” c onni - gne 




^-~Q^fled.^ldum7t^ ijo aordbi* contri ved anA / 
r# uaVtiI 'fkt cw{ /its 

111 ^ lli0 ^ hese cri ' tic3 Have done m ore to obfuscate tlian officialdom coulc^andXi £t- 
^ey have given credibility to officialdom 1 3 lies to the people about the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy 



* ^ /if- A 


'h, Richard, how I wish that ^avid had developed his fine interest earliert^ 


First it must bo understood tliat Garrison was paranoid -paranoid as hell. 
He was so parahoid he feared 


of the 


naruj. 
was told hi 


lie was so parahoid he feared. Jiaving a hernia cbxxhe±hc£ surgically cor 

Ut<. v ^/kf- {9 cWOt ia '\uP ay iu> Injur# 'UU +svl h / / 4' /, 

marline hospitals in new Orleans^) What I do not iaiow of personal Icno’ 


corrected in any 

d, 

_ icnowledge but 

ia t 

ml his at staff that he persisted in risking the dangers of complications until 
G * tn^k iiJt'V 

a small country clinic could be ea&ted of all other patejhts so thar he alone would bo 

•f ' here for p that surgery and the contin^d hospitalization u/Vtil it was safe to leave. 

And that he arranged that he also had a full staff of the police investigators assigned , 

. . . . . , , fhpWtf* hu 

to lus office as investigators to guard the hospital and him for that period -o±_Jame . 

It also must be understood tha,t there was no need -absolutely no need at all - for 

the federal government to boobyt^ap liim in any way. *&1 the harm that war, done to his 

"probe” he, personally did to it. It simply was not possible for any outside force to 

undermine his credibility as^completely and as effectively as he did. For example, tfUkfekg 

having charged Oswald in court a3 one of the conspiring assassins, he laced the country 

and filled the papers and the electronic media with his proclamations of - Oswald f s 


innocence. 


V^ore is no "trail" in Garrison's book. There isn't even a lead as thin as the 
most gossamer of spider threads. 

i-f 


A/or are there any assassins. 7l fk*t /u- l*U Jh 

C \AA£. h C h irrS n‘ < H uXf’b 

On "t*. » naoilOMl Mn 4--i nvi •«' 4- T +'* J.1 • _ 1 _ I 


emperor 


On the assassination itself, tliere is less substanco than to the clothing of the 
•aai the fable. 

I ", maMM "“^unification an i solf-elorl- 
fication by^a gifted and sometimes highly principled lawyer 

yet ascorbic. It is the embodiment of the lawyer's maxim, "penis erectis sciam non 
habet. 

fhu Co Xt ia a£l$°L? b00k 0f childi3h von G°ance and ‘he pttiest of dishonesties, Jn part 
h ° aleoo - w * ft - bG central it except where anything else makes no difference and 
he remains central. . - . 

/jti, & htrXA^ / 

by lu0k ° f ment ion 4nd by attribution to other 5 
with profuse thanks to tlieTrtnr'TThat t—4±d - and ho knows very well tliat I did - and iwhat 
it would have cost him if I had not. 

Jliis can have a number of origins. 

I‘or one thing, I never sat at his feet and fawned a 3 almost all others did. 

For another, at'SFthe very ouf^qfet of his "probe; both the Washington l$st and the 
h ime:! of A °Mon conspicuously attributed the origin of his fiasco to my first bools 

IndoedJiTit and in.it alonefhis 
beginning point,/ ( the iuysieii$u f ^haracter "Clay Bertrand^ 

ih<; Post said, "the investigation i3 Garrison's, but phe script a^arently 
started with Harold Weisberg, former Senate investigator and author of 'Whitewash* .. 

C?he iimes said, "One mystery of the rather mystifying investigation of the Kennedy 
asssassinutio# now being conducteetJby Mr. Jim Garrison, the attorney General of Hew Orleans,, 
has been cleared up. The source of much of. .tlie information is Mr. Harold Ueisborg, the 
author ot Whitewas h, Koport on the Warren Report. \ 

Hjeat , jive-ta^^ng New Or 


In iact tins is what the offbeat, jive- talking Ne^/ Orleans lawyer to whose ±ksxx 

Warren Commission testimony I gave first at^ntiorf^l^ison told him wliile publicly 

claiming that he got the idea during a conversation witn Louisiana Senato r 

Long, Huie f 3 nephew. 

uJo-L Jifi \>C' 

If Hr+iely could come from my denunciation of what hi 3 case was and accurate pre- , 
dio«io„ tliatj/he 

Garrison is on egocentric man certain of his own wisdom and intelligence and sin- 
cere in his belief that he really owned the subject of the JPK assassination. U^%h him. as 

n 

\«rth virtually all the many who "solved" the case with a variety of sometimes imaginative 
iksxextheories that in their minds became real and wefe in no instance proven, in most 
instances untenable and in some known to be impossible to their authors, fact io not 


In '"2tfe Trait of the Assassins" truth also is irrelevant. 

•‘■'or one who knows the fact and knows the truth it is hilarious as it appears in 
Garrison's rewriting of his own history. 


e&fc," he was fond of pronhunoing, "is the fjjrst victim." 1? /f Ct/hbwly U/ ^ 
tlobody jjjvor proved JA-nore completely and more completely dishonestly that\ this 


fu»! 


truly talents nan who was given tho^nicfifiamt^ by i>ean JUidrews,- one of his witnesses he 
charged with perjury before the gand jury, 6f "The Jolly Green 

If the also talented Oliver j/one~ciiS _ produces anything other than a sido-elt? 
splitting comedy of the tragedy thrf Garrison was.it will be his own self-indictment 
and he, too, will go down in history as still another of the major media who failed 
the nution with still more^ies about tliat awful crime, contemporaneously called 
"the crime of the century /'V’crime tliat turned the world around, the crime that 
replaced*/ the Indent who liad turned dove and becoomo a^.f'seeking peace for the troubled 
war with the President of the Viet Nam disaster# 

. ... . v * y ^ 

resume with Garrison stories. VIrone i3 to xerox the copy of the book I annotated 
and mail it to me# 

ou can see where I broke for breakfast after which I 3 toppecL to read the Sunday 
paper but I can't get this out of mind# *t and the potential I can see in it excite me. 

It has been so long 1 now am not familiar with practise. It used to be load and sum- 
mary. I hope the letter to^tone, parts will indicate tliat thetfe is very^ tinny f content 
for what could be a vert^long list of pertinent, tragicomical and documentable stories. 

in my excitement I'mji reminded of something I dearly liope raight be possible. Years 
ago Ed Lpgtein v/rote a lr|egthy Nev/ Yorker article tliat then appeared as pr was expanded 
into a book, "‘Counterplot." If they are interested, and I hope you haWla^wa^^ 
it can be expanded no end. With pictures, with documentation, including of the ;>SDECE 
part, with even copies of some of their calling-card3 . And, of course, FBI documents of 

a ^ a °k on ^ y a s i n d Q page. When Helen is here tonor/ow I'll tell her where to look 
frm tliat very rough report I did on that broken of all things - East German portable type- 
writer oi Matt Herron, ^ho is his own spectacji.far story tliat could be inserted. If it 
works, with someone, preferably of light touch, because sojJ much of this is so ridiculous 
while so trjio, I ±a±k can talk the rest in tliat writer 1 s preonce into a recorder and we 
can also get ehoughi^ documentation. 

Wliatever Stone does or does not do, this is a 3ure-win/no lose story/book be- 
cause if he does what I regard as extremely unlikely, this is what did it. And if he 
doesn't, with any attention it will do him in. And at the Seine time is 10G£o factual, a 
Serious report on a major incident in history dej/aing with one #f its greatest ^tragedies 
and is simultaneously very, very funny. 




